NORTHERN TERRITORY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION INC.

Advancing and protecting the interests of cattle producers in the Northern
Territory

Member - National Farmers’ Federation & Cattle Australia

Organic Exports Program

Via email: organicexports@aff.gov.au

Re: NTCA Submission on the National Standard for Organic and Bio-Dynamic Produce
Edition 3.8 Proposed Changes

The Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association (NTCA) is the peak body for the Northern
Territory (NT) cattle industry, providing leadership at the Territory, national and
international level on industry, trade, resource management, and economic and social
policy. As the predominant primary industry sector, the cattle industry underpins the
economic, social, and environmental foundations of the Territory and Northern Australia.

The NTCA appreciate the General Principles of the National Standard and agree that
Livestock make an important contribution to an organic farming system.

The NT pastoral industry is set on a vast and unique landscape. NT pastoralists are
generally responsible for more larger scale pastoral operations and therefore subject to
substantial geographical isolation resulting in extended travel times. In addition to the
geographical challenges, transportation time on NT roads are unpredictable and
inconsistent, due to a predominately unsealed road network which suffers from severe
weather events and inconsistent maintenance. Given these factors travel times cannot
be reliably factored into livestock handling.

A standard national approach to transport does not effectively cater to these
characteristics, specifically noting proposed standard 1.20.3, which does not
appropriately consider the extent of Northern Territory pastoral estates. Without further
commitment by Governments that road quality and condition will be improved, NT
pastoralists would be inequitably prejudiced by this standard. The NTCA would prefer if
the standards remained consistent with current terminology referencing Territory, State
and Federal Road transport requirements.

The circumstances that lead to shortages of organic feeds are often a result of factors
outside of pastoralists control such as drought, specifically given the demographics of
the NT where delay on freight influences operations significantly. Organic Producers may
need to be able to provide a feed ration that would be 100% non-organic on a daily basis
for short periods of time if livestock were being prepared for transport. The NTCA firmly
submits that the addition to standard 1.16 of the limit of 5% of feed by weight daily, should
not apply to livestock that are being prepared for transport.
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The NTCA is firmly of the view that the above clauses inclusion in the National Standards
would result in an inequitable inability for NT pastoralists to comply.

We would also refer you to submissions made by Hewitt Agribusiness and OBE Organic
and support their submissions on the standards. We appreciate the opportunity to
provide this feedback and for the Department’s ongoing collaborative approach on the
topic.

If you have any further enquiries from the NTCA, please contact Natasha Clayton at
policy@ntca.org.au.

ief Executive Officer






