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To: Department of Agriculture,  

Fisheries and Forestry 

Via email: foodsecurity@aff.gov.au  

Re: National Food Security Strategy – Discussion Paper 

The Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association (NTCA) welcomes the opportunity to provide comment 

on the National Food Security Strategy Discussion Paper. As the peak body representing more than 

ninety per cent of the Northern Territory’s pastoral industry, our membership is broad and diverse, 

spanning family-owned properties, Indigenous enterprises, and large corporates. Collectively, they are 

the custodians of an industry that not only underpins the Territory’s economy, but also plays a vital 

role in regional development, job creation, and, critically, the food security of our nation and our 

trading partners. 

The NTCA strongly supports the development of a national food security strategy. A truly effective plan 

must recognise that agriculture itself is food security: it is the engine of production, the basis of reliable 

supply, and the foundation upon which both domestic nutrition and international partnerships depend. 

While we commend the interjurisdictional links acknowledged in the Paper, it is notable that Ag2030 

is missing from reference. This initiative and others like it should be directly integrated into any future 

strategy to ensure alignment and consistency across government commitments. 

Food security in Northern Australia is unique in both its challenges and its opportunities. The 

Territory’s vast distances, sparse population, fragile infrastructure, and harsh climate make supply 

chains vulnerable and costly. The paradox is that while the Northern Territory is a major cattle producer, 

most beef consumed in the Territory itself is imported from interstate. This outcome reflects a 

combination of limited local processing, high transport costs, seasonal constraints, and regulatory 

frameworks that too often fail to reflect the production realities of the north. 

Northern and southern regions of the Territory each contribute differently to this landscape. In the 

north, rangeland production is not suited to finishing cattle but aligns strongly with the needs of South-

East Asian markets that have the capacity to finish and process. This creates sustainable supply chains 

that not only underpin the NT pastoral sector but also contribute directly to the protein security of our 
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closest neighbours. In the south, production systems are better suited to finishing cattle and underpin 

the nation’s organic beef industry. Here, cattle are held until processing weight before being sent 

interstate for slaughter, highlighting both the strength of the system and the reliance on external 

processing capacity. With access to supplementary feed inputs; cottonseed, hay, grains, minerals, there 

is real potential to enhance production in the north, diversify market opportunities, and even establish 

future local processing in the Territory itself. 

Yet no discussion of food security can be complete without acknowledging biosecurity. The Northern 

Territory sits on Australia’s frontline, both geographically and operationally, in the defence against 

exotic pests and diseases. The live export trade, the interstate movement of cattle, and the sheer 

proximity to international borders create both opportunity and risk. A single biosecurity breach would 

have catastrophic consequences; not just for northern producers, but for our national herd, our access 

to global markets, and the confidence of consumers here and abroad. Food security, in the end, rests 

on biosecurity: without robust systems that are fit for purpose, production itself cannot be guaranteed. 

For the north, this means ensuring that regulatory and operational approaches are practical, science-

based, and capable of balancing protection with efficiency. 

The experience of regional and remote communities also underscores the importance of resilience. 

Too often, poor roads and seasonal inaccessibility cut communities off from fresh, affordable food, 

contributing to poor health outcomes and compounding disadvantage. Investment in roads, cold chain 

logistics, and local processing facilities would not only reduce costs and build jobs, but would deliver 

reliable, high-quality protein to communities that need it most. The Gunbalunya Meats enterprise 

provides a powerful example of what this can look like in practice: small-scale, locally managed 

processing that delivers both employment and direct food security outcomes. With focus and support, 

models such as this can be scaled to strengthen regional resilience across the Territory. 

The NTCA believes the Northern Territory has a crucial role to play in Australia’s food future. By 

embedding biosecurity resilience, strengthening supply chains, investing in infrastructure, and 

enabling community-based solutions, the national strategy can both safeguard our domestic supply 

and enhance our position as a trusted provider of high-quality protein to the world. We appreciate the 

opportunity to contribute and look forward to continuing to engage as this important work progresses. 
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Sincerely, 

 

Romy Carey  

Chief Executive Officer  

Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association 


