NORTHERN TERRITORY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION INC.

Advancing and protecting the interests of cattle producers in the Northern
Territory

Member - National Farmers’ Federation

Dr Katherine Clift
Inspector-General of Animal Welfare and Live Animal Exports
Via email: igawlae@aff.gov.au

GPO Box 858
Canberra ACT 2601

Re: Submission on the preparation of livestock for export

The Northern Territory Cattleman’s Association (“NTCA”) appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the review on the Preparation of Livestock for export by the Department of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (the “Review”). The NTCA is the peak primary industry body
in the Northern Territory, representing over 90% of the Territory’s pastoral industry, from small

family pastoral holdings and Indigenous enterprises to large corporate entities.

The NTCA supports the submission of the Australian Livestock Exporters’ Council and reaffirms
the position that particular focus should be placed on the regulatory processes in this Review.
To this end, the NTCA makes the following recommendations in the regulatory cycle to
improve the implementation, review and amendments within in the Australian Standards for

the Export of Livestock (ASEL).

The role of the Inspector-General to provide oversight on the regulatory process is one that
should not be overlooked. The industry would like to see further efforts allocated to develop
indicators associated with the implementation of new ASEL which allow the Inspector-General
the opportunity to intervene and realign standards where they have unintended and
undesirable outcomes. The NTCA requests that significantly more evaluation into the current
regulatory landscape and its context should be completed prior to changes being
implemented. For this to be achieved, clear objectives and measures must be set on the

purpose and scope of changes ahead of their implementation.

Where changes to the ASEL do not produce the desired results, or in fact produce undesirable

results, the Inspector-General should have a positive obligation to complete an evaluation of


mailto:igawlae@aff.gov.au

NORTHERN TERRITORY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION INC.

Advancing and protecting the interests of cattle producers in the Northern
Territory

Member - National Farmers’ Federation

the changes and their impacts before proceeding to take the appropriate action in amending

and realign the standard.

In summary, the NTCA support the work of the Inspector-General and advocate for further
oversight by this role into the regulatory process in which standards are implemented and
impact our industry to ensure that changes are having the positive impact intended and where

they are not, the Inspector-General has the authority and capacity to resolve inconsistencies.

Sincerely,

Romy Carey

Chief Executive Officer

Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association



