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Dear Secretary        11 April 2025 

Emissions Reduction Assurance Committee 

Via email: ACCUSecretariat@dcceew.gov.au 

 

 

Re: Submission to the Emissions Reductions Assurance Committee on the suspension of the 

Beef Herd Management Method: 

The Northern Territory Cattleman’s Association (“NTCA”) is the peak primary industry body in the 

Northern Territory, representing over 90% of the Territory’s pastoral industry, from small family 

pastoral holdings and Indigenous enterprises to large corporate entities.  

The NTCA supports the submissions made by producers, particularly the collaborative submission of 

the Consolidate Pastoral Company, The North Australian Pastoral Company, AAM Investment Group, 

Australian Agricultural Company, Cattle Australia and Paraway Pastoral.  

While we acknowledge the constructive engagement that has taken place since the suspension, 

particularly through the Beef Herd Roundtables and further departmental consultations, it is important 

to highlight that the concerns we, the NTCA and other stakeholders, raised at the time of the 

suspension have proven to be valid. Specifically, the lack of sufficient consultation prior to the 

suspension and the absence of comprehensive research into the broader impacts of such a decision.  

The Australian beef industry is under immense pressure to help Australia meet its emissions reduction 

targets. At the same time, we face growing challenges related to food security and serious nutritional 

deficiencies across the country. The burden placed on our sector to simultaneously address these 

critical goals, while ensuring a reliable food supply, cannot be overlooked. The unpredictability and 

lack of clarity surrounding emissions reduction methods under legislative instruments only add to this 

pressure, making it increasingly less attractive for producers to engage or invest with any confidence. 

To have these efforts undermined by regulatory uncertainty is not only disappointing, but deeply 

frustrating. 
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Further, we submit that producers would be likely to participate in programs as prices are high enough 

to make it commercially viable. A barrier preventing this is the availability of skilled service providers 

to assist in establishing the method. Government assistance in this area would expand industry’s 

capacity to grow engagement with the methods and further participate in reducing Australia’s net 

greenhouse gas emissions.  

The NTCA looks forward to continuing its constructive engagement with the Department and other 

stakeholders to ensure the long-term integrity and success of the legislation, for the benefit of the 

industry and the environment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Romy Carey  

Chief Executive Officer  

Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association 


