NORTHERN TERRITORY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION INC.

Advancing and protecting the interests of cattle producers in the Northern
Territory

Member - National Farmers’ Federation

Dear Secretariat, 14 April 2025
Australian Animal Welfare Strategy
Via email at AAWS@aff.gov.au

Re: Submission on Renewing the Australian Animal Welfare Strategy

The Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association (“NTCA”) appreciates the opportunity to provide
additional comments to the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry’s (the Department’s)
consultation on the Australian Animal Welfare Strategy (AAWS, Strategy). The NTCA is the peak primary
industry body in the Northern Territory, representing over 90% of the Territory’s pastoral industry, from
small family pastoral holdings and Indigenous enterprises to large corporate entities. Animal welfare

is integral to the work of the beef industry.

The NTCA welcomes a review of the AAWS to work constructively with government and other relevant
stakeholders to achieve meaningful improvements based on evidence, science and experience from
those who work with animals in the industry. The NTCA and its members look forward to the

Department’s work in rebuilding trust with the industry

NTCA’s priorities for the AAWS process are as below and set out in the submission by the National

Farmers Federation.

1. Strategy objectives are underpinned by unbiased, current, evidence-based scientific

advice and practical, industry experience;

2. Activist groups with a public agenda against production animals are excluded;
3. The Strategy has a clearly defined purpose and scope;
4, Transparency is paramount through the development process; and

5. Opportunities for continuous improvement are driven in collaboration with industry.
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Consistency across states should not be a priority, the review needs to ensure it takes particular
consideration to the North of Australia and the fact it is geographically and climatically distinctive from
other states. Policy and legislation that may make sense in higher density states with improved
infrastructure, is often not achievable or best practise in the North. Where industry is involved,

consideration of the different operations and environment of the North must be included.

Efforts to enhance animal welfare must stem from unbiased, current, evidence-based science. A
collaborative approach between industry and government is essential for driving continuous

improvement and the NTCA looks forward to continuing to work with the Department on this work.

Sincerely,

Romy Carey
Chief Executive Officer

Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association



