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Northern Territory Cattleman’s 29 January 2025
Association

Unit 16, 48 Marina Boulevard, Cullen
Bay, Darwin Northern Territory 0832
GPO Box 4845, Darwin, NT, 0801

Re: Submission to the Parliamentary Joint Select Committee on Northern Australia

Interim Committee Report: Energy, Food, and Water Security

Dear Committee Members,

The Northern Territory Cattlemen's Association ("NTCA") appreciates the opportunity to submit our
response to the Parliamentary Joint Select Committee on Northern Australia regarding the Interim
Report on Energy, Food, and Water Security.

We have carefully reviewed the Interim Report and believe that it provides a valuable framework for
addressing critical issues relating to energy, food, and water security in Northern Australia.

As the peak industry body representing over 90% of the Northern Territory's pastoral industry, the
NTCA includes a broad and diverse membership, from small family-owned properties and Indigenous
enterprises to large corporate entities. The pastoral industry is a cornerstone of the Northern Territory
economy, significantly contributing to regional development, job creation, and economic growth,
especially in remote and regional communities.

Northern Australia, particularly the Northern Territory, faces unique challenges in ensuring energy,
food, and water security. The region's vast size, low population density, and challenging climatic
conditions create complexities in infrastructure, supply chains, and sustainable resource management.
We believe that a reconstituted committee would play a crucial role in addressing these
interconnected issues. Such a committee would ensure that the Northern Territory, along with the
broader Northern Australia region, remains central to national discussions on sustainable
development, infrastructure improvement, and regional resilience.

Improving food security in Northern Australia is intrinsically linked to strengthening the Northern
Territory’s cattle industry. Despite the Territory’s strong pastoral industry, the paradox remains that
most of the beef consumed locally is sourced from interstate. This is largely due to a combination of
factors, including the lack of local processing facilities, the high cost of transportation, supply chain
and infrastructure gaps, and the seasonal challenges that affect local production as well as stringent
not fit for purpose regulatory challenges.
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Rangeland production in the northern region of the Northern Territory, while not ideal for finishing
cattle, benefits from strong synergies with South-East Asian markets. These markets have the capacity
to finish cattle to meet processing standards, creating a robust, sustainable supply chain that supports
both the NT pastoral industry and our international trading partners. This collaboration not only
addresses the growing dietary needs of South-East Asian populations but also generates significant
economic and employment opportunities, further bolstering the region’s supply chain.

In contrast, the southern half of the Northern Territory which is more conducive to finishing cattle and
as a result is Australia’s largest organic producing region. These cattle are substantively retained until
they reach processing weight and then sent interstate for processing. This established supply chain
processes cattle for both domestic consumption and boxed beef exports, highlighting the ongoing
reliance on interstate processing facilities.

To enhance production in the northern region, it is crucial to provide supplementary feed inputs, such
as cotton seeds, hay, additional grains feeds and minerals. These inputs help cattle reach processing
weight, increasingly offer diversification opportunities in the market of cattle and the potential for local
processing within the Territory. Establishing processing facilities in the Northern Territory would yield
numerous benefits, including reducing transportation costs, creating local jobs, and fostering a more
resilient and cost-efficient beef supply chain. Additionally, it would provide regional and remote
Northern Territorians with direct access to locally produced beef, improving food security and reducing
the cost of beef in the region. The Gunbalunya Station and Meats business is a prime example of small
scale regionalised processing providing employment and food security.

We firmly believe that with focused parliamentary oversight and support, this initiative can be scaled
to improve regional economic resilience, enhance food security, and ensure a steady supply of
affordable, high-quality protein for the nation. By developing the Northern Territory's cattle industry,
we can not only strengthen the agricultural sector but also drive broader economic growth, create jobs,
and promote sustainable development, all while providing essential local protein.

The NTCA is committed to contributing to the solution and looks forward to collaborating with the
Joint Standing Committee on Northern Australia to address these critical issues effectively.

We appreciate the opportunity to submit our views and eagerly anticipate contributing further to
these important discussions.

Kind regards

Will Evans
Chief Executive Officer
Northern Territory Cattlemen’s Association



